258 Igaacy Moscicki (Moes-zee'skee), a chemist of interna-
tional reputation who had once made bombs for the con-
spirators, who had not been in political life, was then
elected president. Pilsudski was again named Minister
of War.
This was more than a victory of one man over parties.
It was the climax of a rebellious habit, inherited from the
eighteenth century and resurrected with the reborn state.
It was the climax of a rebellious habit, inherited from the
wielded not by individuals but by political groups whose
interests outweighed the community's welfare.
Many persons were surprised that there were no repri-
sals after such a contest. Pilsudski was not vindictive.
He said repeatedly, "Do not persecute my enemies. Those
who went against me openly I respect, because they fol-
lowed their knightly honor. Those who went with me
understood what Poland wants." Two officers who had
been on the opposite side were given important posts. If
men were able and their work necessary for Poland,
they must not be excluded.
Soldiers who had been fighting against each other,
sometimes companies from the same regiment, went back
to their barracks and were at once good friends. Officers
meeting at the Ministry of War or the General Staff were
all friendly. None of Pilsudski's opponents was punished.
"Forget that it had to happen," the Marshal ordered.
"Do not talk about it. We must remember it only as a
terrible fight beween loving brothers. But let us forget
it and all work for Poland."
But he suffered—far more than any one knew. His
hair turned white. His face took on a sadness that never
left it. He lost his gayety and his keen sence of humor.
He began to be an old man, with stooped shoulders. His
closest Mends noticed a great change in him after that
May of 1926. Once he said to one of them, "The gentle-
man from the Polish manor house, with all the old tradi-
tions, as my mother brought me up—is dead/'

